
   

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Affiliates Newsletter – November 2015 

 

Following a recent Judges Sub Committee meeting here is some important information 
with regards to NRHA Riders Meeting, Para Reining Guidelines and NRHA Rule Changes. 
  
With regards to leases that will be available with NRHA in 2016 all paperwork must be 
lodged with the NRHA before competing, this process will not be allowed to be done at 
Shows.  Please note that leased horses will not be allowed to compete in Aged classes 
(Futurities and Derbies)  
 

As of the 1st January 2016 all application for competition licenses, if not accompanied 
with breed papers in Owners name must supply proof of ownership. 
 

Also attached is updated information for the Green Rider program.  Final points will be 
forwarded before the end of the Year, please make sure that all application are done on 
line, this saves a lot of work in the office and applicants automatically get their number 
and receipt.  
 

Please remember that all competitors must be a Reining Australia member either as full 
member or through the Green Rider Program. 
 
The Judges Sub-Committee requests that all Affiliates send out expression of interest to 
all our judges, with a 14 day period in which to reply, and from those replies they can 
make their choice of judge, the Sub- Committee is a concerned that if all judges aren’t 
utilized we could end up with very few available as our list is already getting shorter. 
 

NRHA Riders Meeting 
 

NRHA has recommended that all judges conduct a riders meeting before commencing Judging where possible. 
  
To be presented by a judge.  This is NOT a question/answer session 
 

Concept is to cover what riders need to be aware of when showing their horse. 
 

 Be familiar with A. General of the rulebook. 
 

 Enter the ring without constant rein checking (deduction manoeuvre score).  Same issue if you sit in the 
middle of the arena and constantly check to get their head down. 

 

 If you go off pattern remember excessive schooling (abuse) can lead to a no score.  Also many events are 
videoed and streamed on the internet and you are probably being viewed by more than those folks  

       watching at the Show. 



 

 Pattern placement, which means follow the WRITTEN explanation not the diagrams in the rule book 
 

o Hit the middle each time you come to it.  Too far left or right will result in manoeuvre deduction 
o Watch for your markers. 
o Be aware of fencing too far to the end of the arena on rundowns is not a penalty but a manoeuvre 

reduction. 
o Running to stops too close to middle when pattern calls for stops on sides can results in manoeuvre 

deduction.  Crossing centreline in this case results in a 0.  Remember to stay 20 feet off side wall on 
rundown or ½ penalty. 

o General guidance of defining the centreline as the width of the drag. 
 

 Equipment can be checked by both the gate judge. 
 

 Exhibitors do not need to enter the arena for ties 
 

 Pg.116 Green Rider can use 2 hands or 1 hands and may switch back and forth during the pattern 

 
    

All action taken will become effective January 1, 2016. 
  

41-01-16 - Increases the protest filing fee to $250 to help cover legal costs. 
            

44-01-16 - The appeal of a Hearing Body’s decision will be reviewed by the Executive Committee, reviewing only the 
information presented to the Investigative Review Committee and Hearing Body.  No additional information will be 

admitted. 
  

44-02-16 - The decision of the Hearing Body will be released to the persons involved as soon as possible, as an 
immediate notification may not be possible. 

  

47-01-16 - Maintains uniformity with other sections of Disciplinary Action. 
  

47-02-16 - Rewords the heading of the section to correspond with wording in the rest of the section and  
to maintain uniformity with other sections of Disciplinary Action. 

  

48-01-16 – Includes not allowing contact with either the NRHA Board of Directors or Executive Committee  

in the course of a protest. 
  

48-02-16 - Revokes the NRHA membership of any member who has been suspended for more than  
5 consecutive calendar years, either through disciplinary action or failure to pay. 

  

50-01-16 - These changes include more consistent references to the Animal Welfare and Medications  
Policies and the Medications Hearing Panel. 

  

54-01-16 - Testing fees will be applied as described in the NRHA Animal Welfare & Medications Policy  

and NRHA European Region Animal Welfare & Medications Policy. A $7 fee will be assessed per horse,  
per event effective January 1, 2016. The updated policy (NRHA Policy 11-07-27 - Animal Welfare &  

Medications Policy (Excluding European Events)) can be found in the Members Only section of nrha.com. 
  

60-01-16 - Allows current NRHA Professionals to maintain a Code of Conduct form on file as long as  

membership remains current. There is not a Lifetime NRHA Professionals membership, therefore  
annual membership fees still apply. 

  

61-01-16 - Lowers the waiting period to three years for those members who are no longer an NRHA  

Professional and wish to become a Non Pro. 
  

62-01-16 - Allows Non Pro competitors the opportunity to participate in our sport without the strict horse  
ownership restrictions that are currently in place. The lease fee is $100 with renewals being $20, only if  

completed prior to the lease lapsing on NRHA records. Money earnings during the term of the lease would  

track as if the lessee is the owner of the horse. All leases end December 31 of the calendar year. 
  

64-01-16 - Improves timelines in responding to Apprentice Applications. All questionable applications will be  
passed forward to the Non Pro Committee for review. 

  



66-02-16 - Makes the categories of competition and class eligibility easier to understand in a chart format. 
  

68-01-16 - Eliminates duplicate information already included in the Rules for Judging. 
  

74-01-16 - Creates a chart to allow exhibitors easier access to event type approval deadlines. 
  

80-01-16 - Clearly defines the requirements and duties of the NRHA Show Representative position  

making this information easier to locate and read. 
  

81-01-16 - This moves G. GENERAL SHOW CONDITIONS before F. EVENT APPROVAL and allows the  
Handbook to flow better from the perspective of the exhibitor. 

  

81-02-16 - Removes the provision allowing all non-members to be fined and billed for the membership dues,  

and now DOES NOT allow earnings accumulated at that show to be recorded. Any non-members will be  

disqualified and forfeited. All riders and owners must be current or join at the time of entry. 
 

82-01-16 - Now, the NRHA Handbook clearly states the need for riders in Para Reining classes to wear ASTM/SEI 
certified helmets at all times while mounted (during warm-up/practice and while showing). 

  

89-02-16 - Allows Para-Reining classes and events to be held in conjunction with other Para Equestrian events such 

as but not limited to USA Reining and AQHA Para events. A Para-Reining show may be held as a stand-alone event. 
  
 

89-03-16 - Correctly uses only the terms jog and lope when referencing the gaits typically referenced in the  
western stock horse industry – trot and canter has been removed. 

  

90-01-16 - This edit gives exhibitors and show management flexibility to break ties other than using  

the coin flip option. 
  

99-01-16 - This adds clarification to the rules and requires a youth to have a birthdate on file. 
  

99-02-16 - This addresses the youth lease and follows the same approved changes outlined in 62-01-16. 
  

100-01-16 - Removes the section concerning Youth Incentive Awards from the NRHA Handbook.  

Once removed from the Handbook, it will become a policy. 
  

104-01-16 - This change now enhances the duties of the NRHA Steward to draw more attention to  
the welfare of the horse. 

  

112-01-16 - This change adds a Judges Monitor job description, further defining what is expected of  

them and who will be able to utilize them. 
  

117-01-16 - Allows for tails to be lengthened by hair-to-hair attachment, including weighted tails. 
  

117-02-16 - Allows for riders to straighten the excess rein while in motion as long as they  
do not alter the tension or length of the reins. 

  

118-01-16 - Adds further definition to actions resulting in a score of zero (for example, rollbacks  
and the center line). 

  

119-01-16 - Adds further definition to actions resulting in a one-half point penalty (for example, center line). 
  

123-01-16 - Approves the addition of two new official NRHA patterns. 
  

125-01-16 - Rewords patterns 1, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 13 to describe the most desired way to  

accomplish the transition from circling to the stop. 
  

158-01-16 - Allows AA and A events to utilize the two-point penalty review without having to put it in  

individual event conditions. Judges will be allowed to review break-of-gate, jogging more than two 
 strides and freeze ups as long as one judge calls the penalty. 

 

Para Riders 
The Judges Sub Committee would like to recommend that Para riders be allowed to compete  
in Green Rider and non-sanctioned classes with the following allowances. 

1. Riders are allowed to hold the saddle without penalty 



2. Closed reins may be used and include but are not limited to romal, roping, crossed, knotted or 
taped reins 

3. Riders are allowed to ride with one or two hands at any time during the class. 
4. Riders are allowed to use the general provision included in the list below.  Provisions outside of 

the list below will be handled at the discretion of show management 
a. Specialty braces and/or belts 
b. Audio communication equipment 
c. Trainer/handler present in the arena 
d. Boot adaptations 
e. Rein hand holds 
f. Rubber bands 
g. Saddle blocks 
h. Wedges and/or cushions 
i. Safety stirrups 
j. Seat savers 
k. Whips 

5. Exemption from dismounting during the post check as long as an assistant is present with a 
halter and lead rope to aide in the post check areas. 

6. Exhibitors may use any style bit.  The judge stands as the final decision and may deem a bit 
inhumane and unfit for use in competition. 

 

All competitors must have a medical certificate signed by a doctor confirming  
that they are a rider with a disability. 

 

The following guidelines have been sent to Judges with regards to recommendation of standard judge fees 
 

Our recommendations are:- 

 NRHA Judges State or National or Major Show - $500 per day 

 NRHA Judges Qualifiers - $350 per day 

 NRHA Judges Ribbon Shows - $250 per day 

 RA Judges Ribbon Show - $150 per day 

 Bit Judges Qualifiers - $200 per day 

 Bit Judge State or National Show - $300 per day 
 

These fees may vary depending on number of runs and overtime. 
 

Affiliates will also be reminded that at major shows they should have available for judges a lap top or TV 
with DVD player so they can watch runs before commencing judging.  
 

 

 

Reining Australia 
347 Newlands Road 

Wamuran 
Qld 4512 

Office Hrs 3pm to 9pm Ph: 07 5429 8797 
Mobile 0412 479 340 

Email: secretary.reiningaustralia@bigpond.com 
Web: www.reiningaustralia.com.au 

ABN 36 966 238 149 
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